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Art Unit: 3643 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 1-15,32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. Regarding claims 1 & 32, the amended language of 
"cut across" is unclear because it seems that cutting across is same as perpendicular to 
the axis of rotation. No elements of the invention appear to "cut across" the axis of 
rotation. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1,2,11,13,32,34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Hass (US 5961406). 

For claim 1 , Hass discloses a pet toy that is capable of being chewed by a pet, 
thus, pet chew, the chew comprising: a first member 36; a second member 12; means 
92,90,94,96,14 for mounting the first member and the second member in a rotatable 
orientation, wherein the first member and the second member are rotatable relative to 
one another around an axis of rotation; a plurality of scrubbing elements (the fur on the 
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tennis ball) collectively mounted on a first substantially planar surface of the first 
member (the planar surface is considered to be when one draws a plane vertically 
upward and downward from ref. 38, all the scrubbing elements touching that plane is 
substantially planar on that surface); and a plurality of scrubbing elements (the fur on 
the tennis ball) collectively mounted on a substantially planar first surface of the second 
member (the planar surface is considered to be when one draws a plane vertically 
upward and downward from ref. 20, all the scrubbing elements touching that plane is 
substantially planar on that surface); wherein the first surface of the first member and 
the first surface of the second member are generally perpendicular to and cut across 
the axis of rotation (again, line drawn straight up and down from refs. 38,20); wherein 
the first surface of the first member and the first surface of the second member 
completely face each other (the fur on each ball at refs. 38,20 face each other). 

For claim 2, Hass discloses wherein the first surface of the first member and the 
first surface of the second member are generally parallel to one another (again, line 
drawn at refs. 38,20, surfaces will be parallel). 

For claim 1 1 , Hass discloses wherein each of the scrubbing elements is adapted 
to scrub at least one of: (a) a tooth; and (b) a gum. 

For claim 13, Hass discloses wherein the scrubbing elements are mounted on 
said surfaces of said members in rows (the fur on the tennis ball is mounted in rows of 
fibers). 

For claim 32, Hass discloses a method of providing dental care to a pet having 
teeth, comprising: mounting a first member 36 of a pet chew and a second member 12 
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of the pet chew in a rotatable orientations wherein the first member and the second 
member are rotatable relative to one another around an axis of rotation; collectively 
mounting a plurality of scrubbing elements (fur on tennis ball) on a first substantially 
planar surface of the first member; and collectively mounting a plurality of scrubbing 
elements (fur on tennis ball) on a first substantially planar surface of the second 
member; wherein the first surface of the first member and the first surface of the second 
member are generally perpendicular to and cut across the axis of rotation, and wherein 
the surfaces completely face each other; and wherein movement during chewing of the 
pet chew by the pet, by at least one tooth of the pet against at least one of: (a) at least 
one of the scrubbing elements; (b) the first member; and (c) the second member 
causes the first member and the second member to rotate relative to one another. See 
above claim 1 for detailed explanation of the surfaces. 

For claim 34, Hass teaches wherein the scrubbing elements mounted on said first 
surface of the first member are in facing relationship to the scrubbing elements mounted on 
the first surface of the second member. 

5. Claims 1-4,8,9,11,16,18-20,24,26-28,33-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) 
as being anticipated by Ganson (US 5916006). 

For claim 1 , Ganson teaches a toy that is capable of being chewed by a pet, 
thus, pet chew, the chew comprising: a first member 102; a second member 104; 
means 50d for mounting the first member and the second member in a rotatable 
orientation, wherein the first member and the second member are rotatable relative to 
one another around an axis of rotation; a plurality of scrubbing elements 50i-50q 



Application/Control Number: 10/647,660 Page 5 

Art Unit: 3643 

collectively mounted on a first substantially planar surface of the first member; and a 
plurality of scrubbing elements 50i-50q collectively mounted on a substantially planar 
first surface of the second member; wherein the first surface of the first member and the 
first surface of the second member are generally perpendicular to and cut across the 
axis of rotation; wherein the first surface of the first member and the first surface of the 
second member completely face each other. 

For claim 2, Ganson teaches wherein the first surface of the first member and the 
first surface of the second member are generally parallel to one another. 

For claim 3, Ganson teaches wherein the means for mounting includes a shaft 

50d. 

For claim 4, Ganson teaches wherein the first member and the second member 
are mounted on the shaft. 

For claim 8, Ganson teaches retaining means 101 for retaining the first member 
and the second member on the shaft. Or, the friction fit of the holes in member 102,104, 
or other members, for example, 90a, can stop members 102,104 from moving up the 
shaft 50d. 

For claim 9, Ganson teaches wherein the first member is a first circular disk 
and the second member is a second circular disk. 

For claim 1 1 , Ganson teaches wherein each of the scrubbing elements is 
adapted to scrub at least one of a tooth and a gum. 

For claim 16, Ganson teaches a pet chew, comprising: a plurality of circular disks 
102,104, wherein each of the disks includes (an) a substantially flat obverse surface, a 
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substantially flat reverse surface, and an outer circumferential surface; means 50d for 
mounting the disks in a rotatable orientation, wherein the disks are rotatable relative to 
one another around an axis of rotation substantially perpendicular to both the obverse 
surface and reverse surface of each said disk; and a plurality of scrubbing elements 50i- 
50q mounted on at least one of the obverse surface and the reverse surface of each 
disk; wherein the obverse surfaces of each said disk completely face each other. See 
also claim 1 for explanation. 

For claim 18, Ganson teaches wherein the obverse surface and the reverse 
surface of each disk are generally parallel to one another. 

For claim 19, Ganson teaches wherein the means for mounting includes a shaft 

50d. 

For claim 20, Ganson teaches wherein each disk is mounted on the shaft. 

For claim 24, Ganson teaches retaining means 101 for retaining the disks on the 
shaft. Or, the friction fit of the holes in member 102,104, or other members, for example, 
90a, can stop members 102,104 from moving up the shaft 50d. 

For claim 26, see claim 1 1 . 

For claim 27, Ganson teaches wherein the number of disks is in the range of 1 to 
16 (there are 2 there, thus, is in the range of 1 to 16). 

For claim 28, Ganson teaches wherein the scrubbing elements mounted on at 
least one of the obverse surface and reverse surface of at least one disk are mounted in 
circular rows. 
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For claim 33, Ganson teaches a method that is capable of providing dental care 
to a pet having teeth, comprising: mounting a plurality of circular disks 102,104 in a 
rotatable orientation, wherein the disks are rotatable relative to one another around an 
axis of rotation; and mounting a plurality of scrubbing elements 50i-50q on at least one 
of a substantial^ flat obverse surface and a substantially flat reverse surface of each 
disk, the obverse and reverse surfaces of each said disk being substantially 
perpendicular to said axis of rotation and said obverse surfaces completely facing one 
another; wherein movement, during chewing of the pet chew by the pet, by at least one 
tooth of the pet against at least one of: (a) at least one of the scrubbing elements; and 
(b) at least one of the disks causes the disks to rotate relative to one another. 

For claim 34, Ganson teaches wherein the scrubbing elements mounted on said first 
surface of the first member are in facing relationship to the scrubbing elements mounted on 
the first surface of the second member. 

For claim 35, Ganson teaches wherein the obverse surface of one of said disks has 
said plurality of scrubbing elements mounted in a substantially facing relationship to said 
plurality of scrubbing elements mounted on the reverse surface of another of said disks. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 
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7. Claims 1-9,11,13-16,18-20,24,26-31,34,35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) 
as being anticipated by Mann (US 6470830). 

For claim 1, Mann teaches a pet chew comprising: a first member 68 or 88; a 
second member 68 or 88; means 92 for mounting the first member and the second 
member in a rotatable orientation (rotation occurs by fitting in means 92 into 94 and 
rotating it until the members 68,88 are in place before gluing down), wherein the first 
member and the second member are rotatable relative to one another around an axis of 
rotation; a plurality of scrubbing elements 130 collectively mounted on a first 
substantially planar surface of the first member; and a plurality of scrubbing elements 
130 collectively mounted on a substantially planar first surface of the second member; 
wherein the first surface of the first member and the first surface of the second member 
are generally perpendicular to and cut across the axis of rotation; wherein the first 
surface of the first member and the first surface of the second member completely face 
each other. 

For claim 2, Mann teaches wherein the first surface of the first member and the 
first surface of the second member are generally parallel to one another. 

For claim 3, Mann teaches wherein the means for mounting includes a shaft 92. 

For claim 4, Mann teaches wherein the first and second members are mounted 
on the shaft. 

For claim 5, Mann teaches spacing means (fig. 22, the element surrounding ref. 
92 and ref. 94 are considered spacing means for the two members 88 because they 
create a spacing between the members). 
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For claim 6, Mann teaches wherein the spacing means comprises a hub (fig. 22, 
the element surrounding ref. 92 and ref. 94 are considered spacing means for the two 
members 88 because they create a spacing between the members) disposed between 
the first surfaces of the members. 

For claim 7, Mann teaches wherein the spacing means comprises a hub (fig. 22, the 
element surrounding ref. 92 and ref. 94 are considered spacing means for the two 
members 88 because they create a spacing between the members, and is a raised portion 
of the surfaces) formed of a raised portion of at least one of the first surface of the first 
member and the first surface of the second member. 

For claim 8, Mann teaches retaining means (the adhesive as mentioned in col. 6, 
line 60). 

For claim 9, Mann teaches wherein the first member is a first circular disk 68 
and the second member is a second circular disk 68. 

For claim 1 1 , Mann teaches wherein each of the scrubbing elements is adapted 
to scrub at least one of a tooth and a gum. 

For claim 13, Mann teaches wherein the scrubbing elements are mounted on 
said surfaces of said members in rows. 

For claim 14, Mann teaches wherein the scrubbing elements are mounted in 
offset rows (see fig. 22). 

For claim 15, Mann teaches wherein the scrubbing elements are mounted in 
circular rows along the surfaces (see fig. 20). 
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For claim 16, Mann teaches a pet chew, comprising: a plurality of circular disks 
68 (fig. 20), wherein each of the disks includes (an) a substantially flat obverse surface, 
a substantially flat reverse surface, and an outer circumferential surface; means 92 for 
mounting the disks in a rotatable orientation, wherein the disks are rotatable relative to 
one another around an axis of rotation substantially perpendicular to both the obverse 
surface and reverse surface of each said disk (before they are glued to each other); and 
a plurality of scrubbing elements 130 mounted on at least one of the obverse surface 
and the reverse surface of each disk; wherein the obverse surfaces of each said disk 
completely face each other. 

For claim 18, Mann teaches wherein the obverse surface and the reverse surface 
of each disk are generally parallel to one another. 

For claim 19, Mann teaches wherein the means for mounting includes a shaft 92. 

For claim 20, Mann teaches wherein each disk is mounted on the shaft. 

For claim 24, Mann teaches retaining means (the adhesive as discussed in col. 
6, line 60). 

For claim 26, Mann teaches wherein each of the scrubbing elements is adapted 
to scrub a tooth and a gum. 

For claim 27, Mann teaches wherein thenumber of disks is in the range of 1 to 
16 (there are two). 

For claim 28, Mann teaches wherein the scrubbing elements mounted on at least 
one of the obverse surface and the reverse surface of at least one disk are mounted in 
circular rows (see fig. 20). 
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For claim 29, Mann teaches wherein the scrubbing elements in at least one row 
is offset from the scrubbing elements in at least another row (see fig. 20). 

For claim 30, Mann teaches wherein the number of rows is in the range of 1 to 16 
(there are two circular rows in fig. 20). 

For claim 31 , Mann teaches wherein the plurality of circular disks define a ball 
shaped configuration (see figs. 19 & 20). Note, ball comes in a variety of sizes so since 
Applicant did not specified which types of shape of ball, the toy in figs. 19,20 can be 
considered one of the many ball shapes. 

For claim 34, Mann teaches wherein the scrubbing elements mounted on said first 
surface of the first member are in facing relationship to the scrubbing elements mounted on 
the first surface of the second member. 

For claim 35, Mann teaches wherein the obverse surface of one of said disks has 
said plurality of scrubbing elements mounted in a substantially facing relationship to said 
plurality of scrubbing elements mounted on the reverse surface of another of said disks. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

9. Claims 5,6,21,22,30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Ganson (as above). 
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For claims 5,6,21 ,22, Ganson teaches in col. 5, lines 1-19, that a variety of 
configuration can be employed with using any of elements 102,104,106,108, etc. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to employ various configuration such as one that has another 
element between members 102,104 of the chew of Ganson in order to provide different 
variation of the toy. The element being placed in between members 102,104 is the 
spacing means. In addition, member 108 or 106 can be placed between members 
102,104, thus, members 106,108 represents a hub. 

For claim 30, Ganson teaches wherein the number of rows is in the range of 1 to 
16 (shown is 1 row so that's in the range of 1 to 16). 

10. Claims 10,25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ganson (as above) in view of Kaplan (D453242). 

Kaplan teaches a toy having scrubbing elements mounted on an outer 
circumferential surface of a disk (the 2 circular disks in the middle). It would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
employ additional scrubbing elements mounted on an outer circumferential surface of a 
disk as taught by Kaplan in the toy of Ganson in order to further entice the animal or 
person playing the toy and to make the toy more pleasing in appearance. 

1 1 . Claims 16,18-24,26,27,35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Mann (as above). These claims are rejected based on Mann's fig. 22. 

For claim 16, Mann teaches the above as mentioned such as the members 88, 
shaft 92, scrubbing elements 130, etc. However, Mann is silent about the disks being 
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circular in shape. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have the members 88 of Mann in circular shape, 
depending on the user's preference to select a shape that is pleasing in appearance. 

For claim 18, Mann teaches wherein the obverse surface and the reverse surface 
of each disk are generally parallel to one another. 

For claim 19, Mann teaches wherein the means for mounting includes a shaft 92. 

For claim 20, Mann teaches wherein each disk is mounted on the shaft. 

For claim 21 , Mann teaches spacing means (fig. 22, the element surrounding ref. 
92 and ref. 94 are considered spacing means for the two members 88 because they 
create a spacing between the members). 

For claim 22, Mann teaches wherein the spacing means comprises a hub (fig. 
22, the element surrounding ref. 92 and ref. 94 are considered spacing means for the 
two members 88 because they create a spacing between the members) disposed 
between the first surfaces of the members. 

For claim 23, Mann teaches wherein the spacing means comprises a hub (fig. 
22, the element surrounding ref. 92 and ref. 94 are considered spacing means for the 
two members 88 because they create a spacing between the members, and is a raised 
portion of the surfaces) formed of a raised portion of at least one of the first surface of 
the first member and the first surface of the second member. 

For claim 24, Mann teaches retaining means (the adhesive as discussed in col. 
6, line 60). 
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For claim 26, Mann teaches wherein each of the scrubbing elements is adapted 
to scrub at least one of a tooth and a gum. 

For claim 27, Mann teaches the number of disks is two. 

For claim 35, Mann teaches wherein the obverse surface of one of said disks has 
said plurality of scrubbing elements mounted in a substantially facing relationship to 
said plurality of scrubbing elements mounted on the reverse surface of another of said 
disks. 

Response to Arguments 

12. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-1 1 ,13-16,18-35 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

1 3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Son T. Nguyen whose telephone number is 703-305- 
0765. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri from 9:00 to 4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Peter M. Poon can be reached on 703-308-2574. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-9197 (toll-free). 




Son T. Nguyen 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3643 
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